Preliminary experience in ileal neobladder reconstruction.
In the treatment of transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder, the recent trend is towards radiation or chemotherapy which can be either regional or systemic. There have also been good results with giving Mitomycin or Bacillus Calmette Guerin instillation into the bladder for superficial tumours. There are occasions where patients present with large bulky tumours which cannot be controlled by endoscopic measures, invasion involving multiple sites and carcinoma in-situ which progresses to invasion. In these occasions, we have to resort to surgical clearance of the tumour. If it is possible, all patients would not like to wear a urinary bag for the rest of their lives. A bladder replacement if ever possible is always welcomed because the patient can pass urine from the natural passage. Due to the magnitude of a radical cystectomy and status of the urethra, it is not always technically possible to reconstruct the bladder. With improvement of operative techniques and suture materials, there has been a recent development of a method of bladder reconstruction that uses an ileal pouch. We report our early experience with this operation.